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Haslemere Neighbourhood Plan

Introduction from Mayor

In 2011 the Localism Act gave communities the opportunity to have a greater influence on the planning
decisions for their arelay writing a Neighbourhood Plan. In 2012, a group of local volunteers proposed
GKFG | bSAIKOoO2dzNK22R tfly o6aiGKS tflyéo akKz2dzZ R
Council Boundary. The Town Council supported this and, in April 2013, a voledtesganisation

called Haslemere Vision was launched with the aim of preparing a plan that will help to deliver the long
term goals of a balanced and vibrant neighbourhood.

Since then more than 80 volunteers have given thousands of hours of time amtisexprganising

public meetings, online surveys and three paper consultations involving over 7,000 households, to seek
the views of local residents and other stakeholders, groups and businesses who share an interest in our
area. Those involved in deveilog the Plan have listened carefully to the consultation responses to
ensure that the Plan reflects the views of the community.

The Plan covers the area outlined in the map overleaf. Perhaps the defining joy of life in Haslemere is
the ease of access todahbeauty of the National Trust and otherwise designated countryside that,
almost completely, surrounds it, in places reaching almost to the town centre. Haslemere Vision surveys
indicated an almost universal desire to protect and cherish this. Howevegyiitably results in a
scarcity of developable land to provide for a growing population and the demands of modern living.
Satisfying these competing objectives has been one of our greatest challenges. We hope that we have
struck the right balance in thddp that follows.

Completing the Plan has been a great achievement and we wish to thank all those volunteers who have
played their part in its preparation. It has been a long road but Haslemere Town Council having adopted
the Plan, are proud to commenddt all who live and work in the area.

Once adopted and accepted by Waverley (the planning authority), this will allow us to claim an
increased percentage of the Community Infrastructure Levy (paid by developers) for local infrastructure
improvement, plus &@ng more robust in protecting our area against unwelcome planning applications.

Councillor John Robini
Mayor of Haslemere
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The Plan Area
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Navigating the Plan

There are four key sections in the following document:

Overview(Section 1) is where readers will find the Vision and Objectives which are fundamental to
the Plan. It also provides a snapshot of the current situation in the area and the key challenges it
faces.
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will help keep planning decisions true to gparit of the Plan.
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PoliciegSection 3) will help achieve the Plan objectives and following a successful referendum, these
will be the legal rules that guide future development. They cannot make development happen
however:they cannot pick a plot of land or trigger a project. That is up to land owners. Policies are
guidance for progress, not progress itself.

Opportunities(Section 5) were identified by the community as important for the futureechtbha.

These will only happen if residents make them happen. While opportunities and policies are both
critical in achieving the Vision, only the policies will have legal effect (although adoption of the Plan
will provide evidence of community support fbe opportunities and, it is hoped, act as a spur to
future action).
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Overview

Vision and Objectives

¢tKS D2@SNYYSyidQa FAY F2NJ bSAIKo2d2NK22R tfl ya
develop a shared vision for their neighbourhood and deliver the sustainable development they
YSSReéd ¢KS FANRG GFalsx GKSNBT2 NBtheirgibiénfol 2 a1
the future of the area. To do this Haslemere Vision carried out a series of public surveys and
consultations between 2013 and 2016 (for more detailtse¢laslemere Vision Consultation
resultsdocuments evidence ligt Public responses enabled development of a vision for the

area that represents the priorities of the local community:

Vision

That Haslemere and its villages continue to thrive for all sections of the community; that what
is bestabout the town and its surrounding environments be protected; and that in future
alarger, more diverse and vibrant local econdrayaccommodated with more local workers
living and working in the area.

Objectives

The priorities of the local community lexithe key objectives of the Plan:

U To encourage development of high quality socially and environmentally conscious
housing thameets the needs of the communiiynd respects the character of the area.
In particular to encourage development of more homes for young people, local workers
and homes suitable for downsizers

U Toprotect and enrich our green spacésodiversity and the natural environment that
surroundsus

U Tore-balance road usédimiting the adverse impact of motor vehicles by improving
provision for offstreet parking and improving facilities for alternative forms of transport

U To protect existing employment andeacourage the development of a malwerse
range of local employment opportunitiescreate an increasingly vibrant and sustainable
local economy
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Haslemere Today

Location & role

1.4 Haslemere and the villages of Beacon Hill, Grayswood and Hindhead lie nestled in the most
southerlySurrey Hills, surrounded by beautiful countryside, verdant hillsides and protected
KFoAGrdad adzOK 2F GKS fFyR A& Y2y3a GKS SINIA
paradise.

1.5 The town serves as an amenities hub in the wider thoemties areaurrey, West Sussex,
Hampshire). The hospital has a catchment population of 60,000 people and the railway attracts
commuters from places as far afield as Petworth and even Chichester. The Leisure Centre is the
nearest public swimming pool for Midhurst,hopk and other neighbouring communities in
the three counties. Fernhurst, Camelsdale, Lynchmere and Hammer are not officially part of
the Plan area but rely on our supermarkets and facilities and are key parts of our community.

1.6 As aresult Haslemere i€lprovisioned for a town of its size and the wide catchment area
yields opportunities for retail and employment. Independent shops are a hallmark of the town
and retail has proved resilient in recession. There is no room for complacency however, as
presaires are increasing on both the high street and on public services.

Population and Demographics

1.7 There are just over 7000 households in the Plan area, with a population of 16,826 (at the last
OSyadzao® hdzNJ fAyla 6A0GK [2yR2y IINB 1Se (42 (GKS
young and hardvorking families, keeping our population profilermbalanced and vibrant
than it would be otherwise. The downside of this popularity is that house prices are high and
population growth is greater than Waverley as a whole. Local workers (with their families) and
the young (2€B5yrs) can find it difficutb settle in the area in which they have grown up, for
the most part due to high property prices. Over the period to 2032, demographic pressures are
likely to remain intense and demand/desire for family homes will remain high.

1.8 The area also has many algaesidents, a population sector that is set to grow. Some of these
residents will need increased care provision and some will look to downsize to more
convenient locations. Currently there are few suitable properties for this group within walking
distarce to shopping and amenities.

Infrastructure
Schools

1.9 Population growth in the-Q4 year age bracket has been unexpectedly high in the last decade
and Surrey County Council has been working closely with local primary schools to increase
space and resouree The situation at primary level is now in hand, even if growth continues at
the same level. There is currently spare capacity at Woolmer Hill, the secondary school, on its
25 acre site. There are several private primary and secondary schools whidbcsrve
families.
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Health

110 LG A& dzydzadzZlf F2NJ I G2é6y 2F | at SYSNBQa aAil $
surgeries in Haslemere, Grayshott and Fernhurst. The current outlook is an expectation of
investment and expansionafS NJA OSa> Ay LI NI RdzS (2 (GKS G2ey
area with considerable distances to larger hospitals in Guildford, Frimley, Basingstoke,
Chichester and Portsmouth.

1.11 Ensuring adequate provision and quality of health services is ukeeitty the Guildford and
Waverley Clinical Commissioning Group and should they deem expansion necessary there is
room to accommodate it.

Community facilities

1.12 At the time of starting work on the Plan, the area over averaged in terms of community
buildings put many were underused and amenities and activities (notably for youth) were
lacking. Due to huge community effort, these buildings are now providing many more facilities
and are nearer capacity. Despite the loss of the Youth Campus in Wey Hill (Whieh wi
repurposed for much needed affordable housing) the area remains well provisioned and
redevelopment of the Wey Hill Fairground site could provide an additional space or spaces as
required at the time

Key challenges

1.13 The first community consultatioms 2014 identified issues important to the community. Some
are outside the remit of a neighbourhood plan and have been addressed vigpthieunities
in Section 5. Those that can be addressed at least in part by planning policy dogvas fol

Parking

1.14 Whilst most infrastructure is positioned to cope with the future, parking remains a strain, in
part due to projected increases in rail travel. Overall, the challenge is to prioritize some space
for daytime/shopper/residential users, whilst recognisingvidlee of the station to the area
and remaining commuter friendly. Some redevelopment of the Fairground and station areas
(as detailed in Section-Bpportunitiesl, 2 & 4) could increase parking capacity and decrease
the visual impct of cars on the townscape.

Transport networks

1.15 Traffic volumes (whilst heavy through Wey Hill) are in line with comparable towns and villages,
but roads have little scope to expand to accommodate traffic increases. Investment and
planning is requiretb allow for innovative (neoar) solutions to mitigate congestion and
future-proof the network. The single biggest boost for high street retailers is foot traffic, so
az2fdzianzya GKFG YFH1S AG SFAASNIFYR Y2NB L} Sk al
vitality and local economy.

1 Haslemere Vision Phase 1 Consultation Results (September 2014) page 5
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Employment

1.16 As in other parts of the UK, light industry has declined and home businesses have increased.
The result in this area is that employment sites are being lost to residential development. Retall
is still amajor employer but retail space is being lost and converted or redeveloped into homes.

1.17 The area needs to diversify sources of employment (e.g. through tourism) to replace lost jobs,
support current employers by preserving employment sites (where posaildlgrovide
affordable housing for local workers.

Affordable Housing

1.18 The need for affordable housing is acute in this area, where house prices are too high for many
first-time buyers, young families and local workers. Local employers have highligktefd lac
housing (that people can afford) as having a large negative impact on their ability to recruit or
retain staff. In other words, if affluent areas wish to support retail and amenities, affordable
housing is key to the mix.

Biodiversity

1.19 The UK isne of the most nature depleted countries in the wardespite major works to
identify and protect habitats in recent decades, wildlife has been decimated by centuries of
persecution, pollution and habitat loss and steps taken have not been sufftcleat t
declines. 15% of 8,418 species assessed are regarded as threatened with extinction and species
identified as conservation priorities have fallen to 40% of their 1970 ¥alue.

120 1 1 af SYSNBE ¢26y [ 2dzy OAf Qa wnmdg OréchoviitestBe | YR 0 A 2
urgency of the situation and that climate change will continue to affect surrounding
ecosystems, having a direct impact on the abundance, distribution and phenology of the plant
and animal communities.

1.21 Much of the land local to the Plan aris considered of high value to wildlife conservation in
Surrey, Sussex and Hampshiregréd Policy H2 mapg. We are at the heart, or intersection,
of several Biodiversity Opportunity Areas. The challenge for us locally is not only to better
protect these sites, but to make these immensely valuable habitats work better for the species
making their homes there. Protection alone has not halted species decline, so we must find
new ways to revive the natural world that surrounds us.

2 State of Nature Report 2019
3 State of Nature Report 2019
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The Impact of Covid 19

1.22 ltis too early to know what the longer term effects of the lockdown and ongoing restrictions
imposed to control the spread of Covid 19 will be but, as far as is possible, their potential effect
on the objectives identified gmage 6of this document has been considered as follows:

Meeting the housing needs of the community

1.23 ltis likely that the experience of home working during lockdown will accelerate the trend for
office workers to wdt from home several days a week and commute less frequently. This
together with an increase in those seeking to move away from more crowded urban living may
increase the demand for larger executive homes in the area. It will be even more important
therefore, to encourage the development of smaller homes including those suitable for down
sizers and, more affordable homes for local workers andifinstbuyers as well.

Protect and enrich our green spaces

1.24 The likely increase in overall demandHousing of all sorts in Haslemere and the surrounding
area makes the environmental safeguards in the policies proposed in the Plan even more
relevant. The COVID pandemic has also highlighted the importance of access to green spaces
and nature for physicaind mental health.

Rebalance road use

1.25 During lockdown, issues such as the lack eftofet parking for commuters diminished, as
workers stayed at home. With less traffic many more residents walked, ran and cycled locally.
How far these effects will ctinue is unclear but it is likely that there will be an increase in
walking and cycling for recreation and other local journeys. This reinforces the case for
improving provisions for walking and cycling.

Encourage the development of a more diverse raridecal employment

opportunities

1.26 The shopping areas suffered because some businesses could no longer afford to retain
premises while waiting for the lockdown to end. Home working increased and some families
struggled to find space sufficient for everyonentork from home and internet capabilities
became more significant to them than ever before. Once again, the possible continuing effects
are difficult to predict but the likely effects seem to reinforce the general thrust of the Plan
policies.

1.27 Covid 19 bs had a severe adverse effect on the economy and has affected many of the
GYy2NX¥aé RSAONROSR Ay (GKAA a800GA2y 2F GKS tfly
changes will remain and where things will return to normal. With this in mind, ghéegibility
within the Plan policies relating to the economy.

10
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Principles

Context

Each of the settlements in the Plan area is surrounded by protected landscapes: Green Belt,
Countryside beyond the Green Belt, Areas of Outstanding Natural Beautyh b . ¢ 0 I YR | NX
2F DNBFG [FYyRaOILIS +FtdzS 04! D[+£0d ¢KS 2SI fRS
into the Plan area, so the settlements are all within five miles of this ecologically sensitive and
protected region. To the south there is Blackdand the border shared with the South

526ya blridAz2ylt tFN]® ¢KS @ltdzS 2F GKS | NBIQa
and our responsibility to preserve it was emphasised repeatedly in responses to Haslemere

Vision's consultations.

Thearea combines this natural environment of great diversity and beauty with good local
amenities, excellent access via the A3, a fast train line to London and surrounding retail and
employment centres. It is regularly described as one of the best plades itothe United
Kingdom. Unsurprisingly, this makes it a very popular place to move to and property is in high
demand. However, the protected countryside around the built areas, combined with past
growth and a difficult topography severely limit the kEldé land that can be used to
accommodate the new homes called for by the Waverley Local Plan Part I.

This shortage of available building land, as evidenced by a survey of possible sites carried out

by Haslemere Vision volunteers, the Waverley Boroughdild.and Availability Assessments

FYR (G4KS NBOSyid 2 @SNISe .2NRdAK [/ 2dzyOAf WOl f f
desire to see the creation of more local employment, whilst also protecting the high quality

natural environment. For instancgye: 2 F O2yadzZ GFGA2y NBaLRyRSyGa
K2dzaSa a4 LJ2aaAiof Standordy df respoHdeitdispporteddhs ietériid® Y Sy G a
of similar or higher levels of employment on four of the largest currently available sites in the

Plan ara?® Evidence from the Regulation 14 Consultation clearly demonstrated the importance

to residents of ensuring inappropriate development on greenfield land does not occur.

This direct competition between use for housing, for employment and for parkirtheatatk

of land means that the only way to accommodate these objectives is to use the existing space
efficiently. As a consequence, any proposal for a change of land use must carefully consider
what is being lost. This is particularly the case for aasydbemployment land, already scarce

in the town, or expansion into protected green spaces.

For this reason, a number of key principles were set out to guide development of the Plan
policies. The policies are designed to give effect to these prindipkese development should
be considered not only as to its compliance with the details of the policies but also with the
overriding principles they are seeking to implement.

The fundamental purpose of the Neighbourhood Plan is to guide the use of thindthe Plan
area, whether planned or windfall development.

4Haslemere Vision Phase Il Consultation, question B1
5 Haslemere Vision Phase Il Consultation, question D1

11
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Delivering the required housing numbers

27 ¢KS blraA2ylf tflryyAy3d t2tA08 CNIYSE2N] odabttC
accommodate, as a minimum, the houses allocated to the Plan area bgahplanning
authority. The Haslemere Vision Phase Il consultation asked the community how many houses
they thought were needed in the area: minorities wanted fewer and more homes, 59% of
NEALRYRSYylGa Tl @2d2NSER Wy2 Y2NB dskdbytheil KS YA YA Yd:
621 OSNI Sed [20FIf tflyQo

28 ¢KS 2 @gSNISe [20FIf tfly Aa o6SAy3d RStADBSNBR Ay
out strategic policies and the spacial framework (how many new homes per town) and was
adopted in 2018. It recognisedetltonstraints Haslemere faces in accommodating new
development and, reflecting this, the LPP1 allocatech®®@es to the Haslemere
Neighbourhood Plan area in the period to 2032. Taking into account what has already been
built and approved (as at Jan 2028)d the anticipated future windfall opportunities, less than
half of the allocation now remains to be met.

29 ¢KS 2 @gSNISe [20Ff tfly tIFINI H 6a[ttHeéD GAfT
YR gAff NBO2YYSYR (KS K2YSa |tf20FiSR o0& [t
Waverley Borough Council has taken on the task of assessing the enwit@rsustainability
of potential development sites that have been proposed within the Haslemere Neighbourhood
Plan area and allocating sites for development.

t

210 wS Tt SOGAy3a GKS O2YYdzyAiliéeQa SELINBAASR 2LAYA2YY
the alocated 990 homes but does not propose that more homes be built within the Plan area
during the Plan period of 2013 to 2032.

Setting a settlement boundary

2.11 Haslemere town and surrounding villages currently do not have formally recognised settlement
boundaies, although there are informal boundaries based on the near complete enclosure of
the settlements by protected green spaces (Green Belt, Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty,
Areas of Great Landscape Value, land owned by the National Trust and therWsdte
Special Protection Area).

2.12 Therefore, to clarify the situation for future planning purposes the Plan proposes formal,
defined and recognised settlement boundaries that maintain and contain the current urban
boundaries, to protect the character dfet area and prevent unrestricted growth into the
countryside.

Balancing land scarcity and housing development densities

2.13 There is not enough suitable land identified within the existing built area to accommodate all
the housing that the Waverley LocalrPRart 1 states is needed, unless the available sites are
developed at reasonable densities and there continues to be a substantial level of windfall
development.

6 Haslemere Vision Phase Il Consultation, aquesti

12
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Therefore, in order to minimise the land take outside the built area, all developmeiés in t

tfly FNBF akKz2dzZz R O2yaARSNIfFYyR a I waolol NOS N
housing density guidance, to ensure any new development makes the most efficient and best

use of the land (design standards permitting). This is intended toinénthe total land take

required to accommodate the number of homes or employment land needed, both now and in

the future.

Preserving the character of the town

Haslemere is an attractive market town. It benefits from several areas of countrysidentieat c
right into the centre of the settlement, a Conservation Area, many buildings of significant age
and character and high housing quality. Together this creates a valued residential environment
which underpins property values in the area as a whole. fdracteristics and resources that
create this positive environment have been laid out in the Haslemere Design Statement (ref the
Glossar): The Neighbourhood Plan builds upon the objectives of the Haslemere Design
Statement wiih has been adopted as a material planning consideration since 17th July 2012.

Achieving a suitable housing mix

| Faf SYSNBQa | 2dzaAy3d bSSRa ! aasSaavySyid AyRAOIGS
46.3% of market housing need is for drelroomed or wo-bedroomed dwellings (réfolicy

H ® |1 Fat SYSNE *AaAaz2yQa O02YYdzyAdGe O2yadZf GFdAzy
provision of housing affordable to those who work in the area and fotifivator youngr

buyers. A growing need for smaller properties suitable for residents wishing to downsize was

also identified. The Haslemere Community Land Trust research adds further evidence of local
housing needs which should be considered with any planning applicati

Therefore, the Plan seeks to encourage the development of fewer large executive houses and a
greater proportion of apartments and smaller properties.

Managing our road network and parking needs

Whilst the Neighbourhood Plan legislation relates onlyrtd iese, it is recognised that many of
the roads in and around Haslemere are narrow with steep banks, sharp bends and no
footpaths, creating problems for all road users. In the centre of Haslemere these problems
have historically been compounded by the nembf station users parking on streets in a wide
radius around the station with limited land available to accommodate increasstlesft
parking.

Haslemere station has the highest number of passengers of any station in Waverley. Pre
COVID, the statiortteacted 3,000 rail users and 900 cars every weekday, of which over 550
used four nearby car parks and the remainder parked in roads near the station. Rail commuters
travel from Fernhurst, Midhurst and other adjacent towns and villages not served bipa. stat
Some come from as far away as Chichester and the outskirts of Southampton. Many school
children use the train during term times to travel to Guildford, Godalming, Liphook, Petersfield
and Portsmouth.

13
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The next 10 years were anticipated to see inéngademand for the station and consequently

in commuter traffic and parking because of the growth of housing, including that caused by
majoroutof-i 2 6y RS@OSt 2LIY¥Syida Ay GKS adrdizyQa I NBS
Waverley Borough. Due to tiiOVID situation, demand has been much reduced and we

anticipate it being dampened for some time. At the same time, the Government is encouraging

Local Authorities to introduce sustainable transport initiatives.

Enhancements need to be made to our roagsle ways and footpaths to encourage the use
of sustainable transport whilst preserving the character of the area and its surroundings.
Therefore, under the provisions of planning policy the Plan encourages development that
promotes a balanced use afir road space and increases infrastructure for sustainable
transport.

2 KAfAG Yrye 2F NBaARSyiaQ O2yOSNya | o62dzi | 0O0S
neighbourhood planning policy, specific proposals for future community actions are listed in

the Opportunities section of this document (see Sectio@pportunities Traffic, parking and

non-car transport). We hope the community will continue to play an active part in taking these
forward.

Protecting the local environment

The Haslemere Neighbourhood Plan area contains areas of Metropolitan Green Belt, the Surrey
Il Affa ! NSF 2F hdziadlryRAY3 bl ddzNFf . Sldzié o6a! h
oa! D[ €00

This part of West Surrey is a landscape meeting point of the well wooded lowland and the
KSIGKfFTYR YR ¢g22RtFyR 2F (KS KAIKSNI INBdzyR
Il Aff4Q A& OKINI}IOGSNAASR o0& O2YL¥Xifchding théeJ2 3 NI LIK &
5SOAt Qa tdzyOK . 2¢f YR 2FFSNR a2YS 2F GKS KAZ
Surrey Hills. There are extensive broadleaf and conifer plantations, areas of open heathland

and common and small pockets of farmland in the valldyhedges and belts of trees. The

W/ KARRAY3ITF2f R 2 22 RS R-edstdidHadle®érd. Thi@ ardaiongis®s ofi KS  y 2 N
significant areas of woodland, the majority of which is ancient woodland, such as Oak and Ash.

This is a rural tranquil landscapéth a sense of remoteness and intimacy due to

woodland/tree cover.

Haslemere is unusual in that completely undeveloped open land penetrates closely into the

G226y OSYiINB® ¢KS&S WIANBSYy FAYIASNAQ 2F RI YL g2
hedgeows (such as at Swan Barn) are immensely valuable and characteristic of the town. The
wooded and undulating topography helps to hide the luplarea. Certain areas of the town

have been designated Areas of Strategic Visual Importance (ASVIs) whiolpseedtit the

coalescence of the settlement and protect areas of open land that penetrate into the urban

area. Examples include the wooded area between Weydown Road and Burnahd_tee

woodland between Buffbeards Lane and Vicarage Lane, south of bgyHospital.
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Haslemere Neighbourhood Plan

2.26 The Neighbourhood Plan area contains or borders a wealth of important nationally and
internationally protected wildlife habitats (sefto maps inPolicy H12 Two extensive Sites of
Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) borderthe town®thé & 6 G KS 5S@Af Qa t dzy OF
(Bramshott and Ludshott Commons) which together with two other areas to the west
constitute the internationally important Wealden Heaths Phase Il Special Protection Area (SPA).
The Thursley, Hankley and Frensham ComsnS#A together with the associated Thursley, Ash,
Pirbright and Chobham Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and the Thursley, Handley and
Frensham Commons SSSI lie just beyond the northern boundary. Around thirty seven Local
Wildlife Sites lie within orase to the Neighbourhood Plan area. A mix of ancient and
deciduous woodland, heathland and Priority habitats play a vital role in supporting a number of
rare and threatened species as well as connecting green corridors.

2.27 Parts of the Plan area also faithin two Biodiversity Opportunity Areas (BOAs) which have
been identified as the most important areas for wildlife conservation in Surrey and where the
main aim is to restore biodiversity at a landscape level through the protection, restoration and
creaton of Priority habitats.

2.28 Allin all, Haslemere encompasses a natural environment notable for its geodiversity and
biodiversity assets. The Haslemere Neighbourhood Plan seeks to protect these unique
environmental assets from damage and loss for futureleess, visitors and wildlife.

Promoting and encouraging a vibrant local economy

2.29 Waverley has a strong local service economy driven largely by the needs of-akilighlyput
commuting workforce (28,000) who work in London and other parts of Surreyaamashire’
However, 20,000 workers-tommute to the borough, representing a third of the available
local jobS There is a higher than average economic activity rate, a higher levet of self
employment than the rest of England, a business base domihgtsehall and mediurgized
enterprises (91% of businesses employ less than 10 people), but only modest levels of
employment growth since 2020n 2012, the percentage gap between the mean wage of
those who live in Waverley, but work outside the boroughsus those who live and work in
Waverley was 85% (£46,064 vs £24,90D) the 2011 Census, 69% of Haslemere residents
were employed or seémployed; 15% were sedimployed compared to only 12% in Waverley.

2.30 Land constraints and demand for new homegehi@sulted in the redevelopment of many
employment sites for housing. The five major $ttesnsulted on (refr to Haslemere Vision
Consultation Phase II) employed at least 150 people historically. Several other recent
development sites were previously employment sites.

2.31 The Waverley Employment Land Review recognised a lack of flexible B class premises that can
accommodate small and meditsized enterprises (SME)aslemere should encourage the
development and siting of SME commercial office space in the town, to take advantage of the
excellent railway connections, increase the number of residents working tovin and
improve economic activity.

T2} gSNI S20Qa 902y2YA0 BAWSE2LIvSyl {GNI G538 unmy

8Waverl@ Qa 902y 2YA 0O 5S5S@Sd2e3rlySyd {dN¥GS3& Hnmy

°2 | GSNI SeQa 902y2YAO0 BA®WSt 2LIVSyd {iN¥GS3I@ Hnmy

10 Annual Survey of Hours and Earnings 2012,

UegKS FAOGS YIFI22Nl aAisSa O2yadzA G SR 2yWel MISLandIiNdHR §f Way BButNGaB@EIS) & WesRNE ga 2 F
Street car park.

2The Waverley Employment Land Review Update 2016
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2.32

2.33

Haslemere Neighbourhood Plan

2| GSNI SeQa [ttwm asS8Sl1a G2 YFAylUlrAy FyR SyKlIyOS
and Cranleigh as the focus of shopping, commercial and social life in the borough, and as the
locations to which most new develoent should be directed to support the delivery of

sustainable communities. It recognises that meeting the retail, leisure, commercial, cultural

and recreational needs of these communities is important to the continued vibrancy of these

town centres. WavdrSe Qa &N} G6S3& A& G2 O2yiGAydzS G2 adzl
and service centre that meets local needs and to continue to ensure that a balance is

maintained between Wey Hill and the High Street. The Plan area also includes Beacon Hill and
Hindhead. Whilst Hindhead has gained some new smaller retail units since the building of the
Hindhead tunnel, Beacon Hill has lost a significant amount of its retail offering. These hubs

serve the needs of residents, commuters and visitors.

Oneofthesix&® GKSYSa 2F 2| gSNI SeQa 902y2YA0 5S@St 2
4dz00SaaTdAZ GAaAl2NI SO2y2ye GKIFIG Aa NARIKAG F2NJ
surrounded by Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, land owned by the National Trigst and
designated public transport gatewaytle South Downs National Park. Therefore the Plan will

seek to promote the retention of existing local employment and the growth of new

employment opportunities in order to sustain a healthy vibrant community
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3.

3.1

3.2

3.3

Haslemere Neighbourhood Plan

Policies
SETTLEMENT BOUNDARIES

Policy H1Designation and purpose of the settlement boundaries

Context and reasoned justification

At present, there is no formal settlement boundary to define the built area and give effect to many
of the Neighbourhood Plan policies within the Haslemere Neighbourhood Plan area, Grayswood is
washed over by the Green Belt and the other three areas (Haslemere, Beacon Hill and Hindhead)
are defined by the Green Belt and Countryside beyond the Green Belt besndais Plan defines

the settlement boundaries as the built up areas, that are bordered by the land designated as Green
Belt or Countryside beyond the Green Belt. Waverley Borough Council have set new settlement
boundaries in their prgubmission Localdh Part 2 which would supersede the boundaries set in

this Plan.

Ly GKS DNBSy .Stix GKS bl A2yl Inadplopfiafeh y3 t 2f A O&
developmentis, by definition, harmful to the Green Belt and should not be approved exaagyin

special circumstance$® Local Plan Part 1 policy RE1 protects Countryside beyond the Green Belt
a0radAy3a G2A0GKAY FNBla aK2gy | a [/ 2dzyiNBAARS 06Seé2
the intrinsic character and beauty of the countrysideheiltecognised and safeguarded in
FOO2NRIYyOS gAGK (KS btt Coé

Much of the land outside the four settlement boundaries, defined in this plan, is also designated as
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty or Areas of Great Landscape Value, Such land is afforded
LINEGSOGAZ2Y FNBY AYFLILINBLINALFGS RS@OSt2LIYSyiad ¢KS
conserving and enhancing landscape and scenic beauty in National Parks, the Broads and Areas of
Outstanding Natural Beauty, which have the highest statustéqtion in relation to these issues.

The conservation and enhancement of wildlife and cultural heritage are also important
O2yaARSNI GA2yE I DBENIKSDE [RBKAPd 1y t NI m LRfEA
enhancement of the character dmjualities of the Surrey Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
(AONB) that is of national importance will be a priority and will include the application of national
planning policies together with the Surrey Hills AONB Management Plan. The seliing©ONB

will be protected where development outside its boundaries harm public views from or into the

AONB. The same principles for protecting the AONB will apply in the Area of Great Landscape Value

( AGLV) which will be retained for its own sake andaffer to the AONB, until there is a review

of the Surrey Hills AONB boundary, whilst recognising that the protection of the AGLV is
O2YYSyadzaN» 6S gAGK AGa adlddza a | 20Kt f1yRaol
review is expected to be owpleted during 2020. The Surrey Hills AONB Areas of Search Natural

Beauty Evaluatidhidentified 10 areas of AGLV within the Plan area that are recommended as

additional areas of the Surrey Hills AONB.

(@]

13 National Planning Policy Framewparagraph 12
14 National Planning Policy Framewparagraph 18
B The Surrey Hills AONB Areas of Search Natural BEealtyation by Hankinson Duckett Associates (October 2013)
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Haslemere Neighbourhood Plan

3.4 Given the unique and sensitive nature of much ofidine outside the settlement boundaries
(defined in Figures 1@ the community supports building as many houses as possible within the
existing settlement. There is a presumption against development outside the settlement boundaries
and on land designatezs AONB or AGLV, as set olaticy H1.365% of respondents, expressing

Ly 2LAYA2Y Ay (GKS 1 1FafSYSNB +AaAz2zy tKIF&asS LL O
Ll2aairofsS gAGKAY aStiaGtSYSyidaQ NI GKSNIiy&ppsrt 2y 3

for prioritizing the brownfield sites within the built area before sites outside the builtRoday

H1.2 offers support to development proposals within settlement boundaries where they otherwise
comply with development plan policies. Aistetage this consists of policies in Local Plan Part 1 and
in this neighbourhood plan. This situation will evolve as Local Plan Part 2 is adopted.

3.5 With 528 homes completed or with outstanding permissions as at 30th September 2020, sufficient
homes to me& and probably exceed, the housing target of 990 homes can be delivered within the
settlement boundarie$?

Intent

3.6 Haslemere Town Council recognises the need for more homes. The purpose of this policy is to
recognise the equal significance of our grepace by reinforcing the National Planning Policy
Frameworland Local PlabINR2 1 SOl A2y a F2NJ fFyR feéAay3a 2dziaARS

To preserve areas of high landscape quality, in particular AONB/AGLYV sites which have strong
distinctive characteristics which make them particularly sensitive to development.

To prioritise building on brownfield sites before greenfield ones.

Policy H1: Designation and purpose of the settlement boundaries

H1.1 The Neighbourhood Plan adopts formal settlement boundaries within the Plan area as
defined in Figures 1&c (below).

H1.2 Development proposals within the settlement boundaries thatply with development
plan policies will be supported.

H1.3 Development atside the settlement boundaries will be strictly controlled. Development
proposals in such locations will only be supported which otherwise conform with national and
local planningpolicies.

16 Haslemere Settlement Boundaries and windfall topic paper
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SO\ o~ \,\ Figure 1¢ Beacon Hill and Hindheateseent
: 1 boundaries

Hindhead

Policy H2Housing density

Context and reasoned justification

3.7 To achieve thaim of building as many houses as possible within settlements rather than on
greenfield land, it will be necessary to prioritise brownfield sites within the built area before sites
outside the built area, and tauild at densitiesvhich maximise the conbrition the sites make to
the housing target. The Haslemere Vision Phase Il Consultation gave examples of developments in
our area and the associated densities:

DEEPDENE, HASLEMERE
25 dwellings per hectare (dph)
Mostly 3/4bed detached
ROYAL HUTS, HINDHE
73 dph
Mostly 2/3bed townhouses

CLAY HILL HOUSE, HASLEMERE
(within 1000 metresof station) 100
dph

Mostly 2bed apartments
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