APPENDIX 5

HASI EMERE TOWN COUNCIL

Amendment to allotment procedures

BACKGROUND — RETAINING PLOTS WHERE NO LONGER HASLEMERE TOWN COUNCIL TAXPAYER

We have recently been advised that whilst a plot holder has moved out of the Haslemere parish,
they are intent on retaining their plot.

Our website states that “Priority will be given to those who reside in the Haslemere Town Council
administrative area. Non-residents will only be offered an allotment plot if there are no residents on
the waiting list.” However, there is no specific guidance about plot holders having to give up their
plot in either the allotment contract or the Council’s allotment procedures.

For the avoidance of doubt, the plot has been maintained in a good condition although very little
appears to have been grown this year and, as such, there is no breach of any term of the contract.

Given there is still an extensive waiting list, the committee is asked to consider whether a specific
term is added to the contract that either: -

Recommendation 1:

Plot holders must notify Haslemere Town Council immediately of any change of address and shall
relinquish their allotment tenancy should they move outside the town boundary i.e. are no longer a
Haslemere Town Council taxpayer.

OR

Recommendation 2:

Plot holders must notify Haslemere Town Council immediately of any change of address and must
relinquish their allotment tenancy if they move more than two miles outside the town boundary.

BACKGROUND — HEIGHT OF TREES ON INDIVIDUAL PLOTS

Both Collards Lane and Sturt Road sites are surrounded by tall trees, reducing sunlight and affecting
crop yields. Plot holders’ own fruit trees, if left unchecked, can also worsen shading over time —
leading to uneven growth, complaints, and potential safety or maintenance costs.

The following wording has been added to the allotment procedure rules.

Planting of Trees on Allotment Plots

Tenants must not plant non-fruit trees on their allotment plots without the written

permission of the Council (or Allotment Association). This restriction exists to prevent excessive
shading, root spread, and nutrient depletion which can negatively affect neighbouring plots.
Only fruit trees of an appropriate size and variety may be planted, and these should be
maintained in a way that prevents them from becoming overgrown or encroaching on other
plots.




Tenants are responsible for the ongoing management and removal of any trees planted in
breach of this rule.

Tenants must ensure that any fruit trees on their plot do not exceed 2.5 metres in height.
Tenants are responsible for pruning trees to maintain this limit. Where trees are not pruned to
an acceptable height, the Council may, after written notice, arrange for the trees to be
pruned and recover the cost from the tenant.

Recommendation: approve the updated wording of the allotment procedures relating to trees as set
out.



